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RESUME

The work “Giorgi Zhordania - Georgian Folk Law Researcher” intends to introduce to the inter-
ested researchers and a wide audience of readers the great services rendered by Giorgi Zhordania
(1888-1956) — the son of famous Georgian historian Tedo Zhordania - to the study of Georgian law
history, in particular the fork (customary) law.

The work focuses on the rich ethnographic material obtained by G.Zhordania as a result of
field visits to the regions of Georgia, in particular, to the villages of Kartli and the scientific heritage,
which still awaits proper attention of researchers interested in the history of law.

The materials, developed by G.Zhordania with the active participation by the Imperial Society
of Devotees of Natural Science, Anthropology and Ethnography on the one hand and by his personal
active participation on the other hand under the auspices of the “llia Chavchavadze Circle of Devo-
tees of Georgian Culture” founded by Georgian students of Moscow University are devoted specifi-
cally to the Georgian customary (traditional) law issues.

The research developed by G.Zhordania as a result of the ethnographic and collecting expedi-
tion, his public lectures or presentations, important part of which is preserved in the state historical
archives of Georgia are the most significant primary sources for Georgian science researches and
comparative law which shall make its important contribution to the legal studies.

From this point of view it is very interesting the activity of the “Society of Devotees of Geor-
gian Culture” founded in 1912 under the guidance of Giorgi Zhordania. this Society has contributed
number of unique researches to the treasure of the history of Georgia, including the thematic stud-
ies by G.Zhordania “Marriage in Samegrelo”, “Blood Feud (Vendetta) and Adjudication in Svaneti”,
“People and Customs and Traditions”, also “Some Customs and Traditions in Qiziki-Kakheti” by P.Ki-
ziria (speaker: Niko Natadze), “Criminal Legislation in Georgia According to the “Code of Laws” by
Vakhtang VI, the King” etc.

It is noteworthy that the statutory objectives of the Society was a comprehensive study of not
only individual sectors, but Georgian culture in general (namely: language, literature, civil society,
law, ethnography) and its introduction to Russian public; the mentioned - to some extent - went
beyond the narrow scientific scope and promoted the popularization of the richest culture of our
country.

The merit of our country’s similar contributors respecting culture and history is also satisfac-
tory to their care for unique folk-legal institutions that have survived from the disappearance and
oblivion during the passage of the flow of life; these institutions rescued by the above mentioned contribu-
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tors render invaluable service not only to the history of Georgia but to the relevant promotion and advocat-
ing the role of Georgian law among the primary sources of world countries’ legal systems comparative-legal
researches and finding the deserved place in the world scientific circulation.
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